
 
 

Incorporated:   1767 Franklin County 
Home of one of the few remaining covered bridges in Massachusetts, Conway was first settled in 
1760 and incorporated in 1767.  The town is a small rural community which was named in honor of 
General Henry Conway, who supported the repeal of the Stamp Act in Parliament. Conway has an 
abundant water supply, which provided power for grist and saw mills and a number of tanneries in its 
early days.  By the 19th century, a dam had created a reservoir supporting several woolen and 
broadcloth mills along the South River.  Unfortunately, in 1869 the dam burst, sweeping away these 
largest industries in town. Modern Conway boasts a number of maple sugar houses and is the site of 
the Conway State Forest and South River State Forest, retaining an unspoiled landscape loved by 
the residents of the town.  One of the community's most famous former residents was Marshall Field, 
the developer of the nationally known Marshall Field Department Store in Chicago.  Born and raised 
in Conway, Fields donated Memorial Library to the town in honor of his parents.  An active Historical 
Society preserves the town's past for its future citizens.  (Narrative based on Massachusetts Historical 
Commission) 
Population:  1,760 approximate Total Area:  38.82 sq/miles 
Government:  Board of Selectmen, 
Administrative Assistant, Open Town Meeting 

Tax Rate:     $13.12 (2010) 

School Superintendent: 369-4239   
                                          665-2118 
Public Schools:   K-6 Conway Elementary 
                             7-12 Frontier Regional 

Higher Education:  Conway School of 
Landscape Design 

Shopping: local convenience store; larger malls 
within  30-45 minute drive:  Northampton,  
Amherst and Greenfield within 20-40 minutes 

Libraries:  Field Memorial Library 
                  Elm Street, Conway  
                  369-4646 

Recreational Facilities:   
Conway State Forest; Poland Brook WMA; So 
River State Forest; Roaring Brook Camp; 
Conway Sports Club; Conway Town Forest;  

Utilities:     
Gas: No natural gas available 
Cable:  AT&T Broadband  1-888-633-4266 
Electric:  Western Mass Electric Co. 800-286-2000 
Telephone:  Verizon   800-870-9999 

Child Care Providers: 413-582-4218 
Child Care Focus  56 Vernon Street   
Northampton, MA  01060 
--provides a list of licensed childcare facilities 

For More Information: 
Town hall:   369-4235 
www.magnet.state.ma.us 
www.jonesrealtors.com 
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